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KPP Energy CEO and GM receives American Public Power Association’s exceptional leadership award

San Diego, California, June 11, 2024 — Colin Hansen, CEO and General Manager of KPP Energy, received the Alex Radin Distinguished Service Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in San Diego, California. The award is the highest award granted by APPA. It recognizes exceptional leadership and dedication to public power.

Hansen has been a leader in the public power industry for more than 30 years. He began his career with the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, where he authored a book on the evaluation of demand-side management and earned the role of Assistant Executive Director. After seven years, he transitioned to the role of Executive Director with Kansas Municipal Utilities, where Hansen oversaw tenfold revenue increases and growth in membership by thirty utilities. During this tenure, he led the development of the KMU training center, which hosts more than 150 events each year and continues to play a pivotal role in training municipal utility employees. 

In 2021, Hansen transitioned to his current position of CEO and General Manager with KPP Energy. Hansen has helped prepare the joint action agency for the future by spearheading the development of a new 54-megawatt power plant to come online in 2026, in addition to overseeing the implementation of 20-megawatt solar arrays across nine KPP Energy member cities. During his career, Hansen has advocated on behalf of public power at the local, state, and national levels, responding in the wake of 2021’s Winter Storm Uri to help establish a $100 million state loan fund for communities experiencing unprecedented costs. From 2021-2022, he served as Chair of the APPA Board of Directors. Moreover, Hansen has represented the American Public Power Association on the Consumer Federation of America Board of Directors.


###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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