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Comanche Public Works Authority receives national achievement award

San Diego, California, June 11, 2024 — Comanche Public Works Authority received an American Public Power Association E.F. Scattergood System Achievement Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in San Diego, California. The award honors APPA member systems that have enhanced the prestige of public power utilities through sustained achievement and customer service. 

Comanche Public Works Authority serves just under 2,000 residents with a crew of three lineworkers. The utility historically struggled with reliability and system maintenance, often experiencing weekly outages due to poor vegetation control. In recent years, new city leadership has increased investment in the system, achieving 99.99% reliability and earning the APPA Certificate of Excellence in Reliability for the past three years. The city has also invested in converting the system from 4kV to 12kV, along with securing a new substation and upgrading distribution poles and lines in preparation. Beyond infrastructure improvements, the utility has honed its safety practices, achieving a stretch of no injuries and no loss of time dating back to 2021. Comanche also secured a $100,000 grant to purchase and install a rapid EV charger to serve residents and attract tourism, with much of its recorded use coming from out-of-state travelers.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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